Changes in the aetiology of hearing impairment in deaf-blind pupils and deaf infant pupils at an institute for the deaf.
An aetiological study was performed on 57 pupils at the deaf-blind department of the Institute for the Deaf at Sint-Michielsgestel, The Netherlands, in the school year 1998-1999 and on 49 deaf-blind pupils at the same department in the school year 1986-1987. The pupils were 5-20 years of age. In addition, the aetiologies were studied in 55 deaf infant pupils in 1998 and compared with those of 68 deaf infant pupils in 1988. Their age was 1-5 years. All the pupils showed hearing impairment with thresholds of >60 dB HL. Among the deaf-blind pupils and deaf infant pupils, there were several cases with rare hereditary syndromes. The prevalence of acquired causes of deafness, especially congenital rubella, had decreased over the years, whereas perinatal causes of deafness had increased. Chromosomal anomalies were found in 15% of the infant pupils in 1998. Over the study period, the percentage of pupils with multiple handicaps increased from 25 to 38%.